ODLCTOBER 11-NOVEMBER 17, 2001

San Francisco Art Institute
Walter and McBean Galleries

ARTIST PROJELT AND RESICENLCU

LO0S5 LARPINTEROS

\
L s




LOS CARPINTEROS | |

Espejos de agua (Mirrors of Water), 200

Alexandre Arrechea. Marco Castillo, and Dageberto Rodriguez began their association with the
Art Institute by helping to arrange a visit to Havana for artist and faculty Tony Labat and his
students in 1998 Later that year Labat reciprocated by inviting Los Carpinteros to do a work-
shop here at the Art Institute. Equally well-received by faculty, students and staff, it became
clear they would need to return again for a longer period of time to work with students and pro-

duce a new commissioned work.

Los Carpinteros started collaborating in 1991 while attending the Instituto Superior de Arte in

Havana, where they trained in various interdisciplinary practices. Their collective moniker refer-

ences both the carpentry trade and their earlier wooden sculptures which re-consider and
transform the function and meaning of everyday objects—often furniture. Harkening back to
dada and surrealist transformations of found objects, and to 1960s minimalism and conceptu-
alism, Los Carptineros create hybridized forms and re-assign meaning ta everyday things. They
use drawings to work through their ideas as they alter the scale, physical properties or expected
use value of an objecl or piece of furpiture. Los Carpinteros' collective imagination yields odd,
uncanny objects and structures, which are first perceived as witty ruminations on function and
dystunction, but always require a closer |ook to fully comprehend subtle visual puns and more
sophisticated references. While Los Carpinteros now work with many materials besides woad,
the importance of craftsmanship prevails; their artistic production is filled with aesthetic appeal,

conceptual riger and Iranic humor.

Karen Moss
Director of Exhibitions
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Biography

Los Carpinteros have exhibited their work in
New York at the New Museum and P.S.1
Contemporary Art Center; the Palacio de
Abrahante in Salamanca, Spain; the Ludwig
Forum fur Internationale Kunst in Aachen,
Germany; the Kunsthalle in Berlin, Germany
as well as participation in the Havana Bienale.
Their Ciudad transportable (Transportable
City)—the “tent city" installation which received
the UNESCO prize at the 2000 Havana
Bienale, is concurrently on display at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art. Los Carpinteros'
work is in many permanent collections includ-
‘ing The Museum of Modern Art, New York;
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; the
Santa Barbara Museum of Art; the Ludwig
Forum in Aachen, Germany; the Centro De
Arte Contempéréneo Reina Sofia in Madrid,
Spain; the Museo de Bella Artes in Havana and
the Museo Gallego de Arte Contempordneo
in Spain,
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San Francisco Art Institute

Artists Projects and Residencies

The San Francisco Art Institute integrates its
academic and public programs by providing
visiting artists with opportunities to create new
work utilizing the resources of the institution
and by engaging directly with students over
an extended period of time. Foremost in our
efforts are residencies with national and inter-
national artists who take advantage of this
unique creative environment by participating in
activities including commissioned projects,
exhibitions, public lectures, and critiques.

Upcoming Projects

Raul Cordero

Gal Weinstein

December 7—December 29, 2001

Michal Helfman
January 10—February 4, 2002

Ghada Amer
Tania Bruguera
February 14—March 30, 2002

The San Francisco Arf Institute is a privately supported fine arts
college offering educational and cultural programs fo the San
Francisco Bay area. The Art Instilute receives support from the
Califormia Arts Councll, Friends of the Art Institute, and Grants
for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund.
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